
Inspection of Kimbolton Nursery 
Group
St James C E School, Kimbolton, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 0HQ

Inspection date: 28 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are incredibly happy and content in this warm and welcoming nursery. 
Children greet staff affectionally, take care of their own belongings and eagerly 
make choices about what they would like to do as soon as they arrive. 

Children thoroughly enjoy the time they spend in the outdoor area. Children work 
as a team to join drainpipes together before using the different containers to pour 
water down them. They learn to solve problems when they realise the gaps where 
the drainpipes join mean the water escapes. They talk to each other about this and 
decide they need one longer drainpipe, which they find on the other side of the 
garden, and work together to move it to where they need it. Children's behaviour is 
exemplary. They show great concern and care for others' feelings. For example, 
they kindly ask children who are upset to come and sit by them. 

Staff kept in close contact with children and families during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The manager shared ideas for activities to complete at home. This 
helped promote children's emotional well-being and continuous learning. Children 
make substantial progress from their individual starting points. This gives them firm 
foundations for their future learning success. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff ensure children's individual needs are at the heart of 
everything they do. A continuous reflective culture and excellent communication 
between staff ensures the educational programme and overall experiences 
offered to children are consistently meeting the needs of the children. 

n The manager works closely with the local inclusion team and other professionals. 
The support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
exceptional. The gaps in these children's achievements are rapidly closing as 
they benefit from high quality, one-to-one care and support from staff who 
understand their individual needs exceptionally well.

n Staff's welfare is given a high priority. They benefit from targeted training 
opportunities, such as and speech and language and early years foundation 
stage training. This has helped staff develop a deeper understanding of how 
children learn and how they can facilitate this. 

n Staff reinforce their expectations of children's behaviour exceptionally well. 
Children are highly motivated and show excellent levels of control. For example, 
when a child who may need additional support changes another child's play 
dough creation, staff swiftly intervene. They sensitively talk to both children, 
which results in the one child being given the opportunity to rebuild their 
creation with the other child offering their help to do this. 

n Children develop a love of reading. They enjoy voting for their favourite stories 
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and eagerly join in, predicting what may happen next and talking about their 
favourite part of the story when it has finished. Staff read with enthusiasm and 
skilfully change their tone of voice to reflect the mood of the story. This ignites 
children's curiosity and imaginations. 

n Children use a rich range of mathematical language as they create new shapes 
using coloured tiles, they exclaim with delight as they show staff how they have 
used two triangles to make a diamond shape. Other children remain motivated 
and engaged as they use coloured cotton reels to make a repeating pattern. 

n There are excellent opportunities in place for children to learn about the 
importance of a healthy lifestyle. Children enjoy taking care of the fruits growing 
in the garden. They enjoy tasting the strawberries at snack time and have 
recently made soup using the tomatoes they have grown. Staff use discussions, 
activities, and visual aids to help children learn the importance of oral hygiene 
and healthy eating. Children are rewarded with extra time on the new nursery 
scooters for having healthy choices in their packed lunches.  

n Parents express their complete satisfaction with the nursery. They are provided 
with in-depth information about their child's learning. Staff continually provide 
them with ideas of how they can support their children's learning at home. 
Parents express how much their children love attending. They say all the staff 
are 'brilliant' and always go 'above and beyond'. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have an excellent knowledge of how to keep children safe. 
Managers test staff's safeguarding knowledge and understanding through scenarios 
and questions. Staff regularly update their training, and the manager completes 
more advanced training. They are confident with the procedure to follow if they 
have any concerns about children's welfare. Children are supervised well. The 
nursery frequently operates with more adults than needed to ensure children's 
needs and safety are well met. Children learn to assess risks for themselves during 
activities, such as balancing on planks, climbing up the bank and carefully coming 
back down. They approach these challenges with amazing enthusiasm and 
confidence. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 223547

Local authority Herefordshire

Inspection number 10116458

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Kimbolton Nursery Group

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904360

Telephone number 01568 614743

Date of previous inspection 13 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

Kimbolton Nursery Group registered in 1980. The nursery employs five members of 
childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 
5, three hold level 3 and one holds level 2. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 8.50am until 3.30pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Tompkin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk to understand how 
the setting operates and how the curriculum is organised.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection. She spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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